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5 Strange News from Stafford: ſbire , 
2», * A Dreadful Example of Divine Jaftice. 


Sg vn upon a youngeman in that County, who ha vi i i 
| „ho having ſtolen a Bible, and being ta 

chere with, fell to imprecating Gods Judgements — himlelf, wiſhing that his hands 

- - ght _—_ and that he might rot alive if he touched it; which heavy judgement in a 
g = 5 ell upon him, his ands and his arms rotting away, and his leggs from his 

e Rs 3 7 not ſick, yet appearing to all that ſee him the laddeſt ſpectacle that ever 

bu eld, This may warn others from wiſhing for ju dgements to fall upon them, 

when they knew themſelves guilty, This Relation was given and atteſted by Mr. Vincent 

Miniſter of Bednal, who diſcourſed with this miſerable young-man, : 

Tune of, My Bleeding heart, &c. 


- 


A 683 people all come caſt an eye, 
** Upon a dolefut Tragedy; 

Fo! this relation here is pen'd, 

That ſinners map their lives amend. | 


A wicked w1etch in Stafford-ſhire, 
Wrho of the Lo2d had little (ear, 

A Bible ehanc* to ſeal away, 

Foz which he now map rue the day. 


The Bible being miſt and gone, 
They did \nquire of each one, 
And this young-man among the refk, 


Me never ſtrive. fo; to prevent 
Dur juſt deſecved puniſhment; 
No) t) appeaſe an angry God, 


Until we (tel his heavy rod. They taxed, but he ne'c confeft. 
Thoſe that the Devil doth poſſeſs, The ſame be ſtiſfly did deny, 
Me leads them on to wickedneſs, Although he gave hinſelfthe lye; 


And like 4 viſlain bold and Rout, 
Tjeſe impzecations did belch out. 


Be wicht ik he the Book did take, 
The Logd would him example make ; 
And ſo that he alive might rot, 

Thich came to pals too true God wot, 


From Sin to Sin they poſt it fafk, 
pe Until deſtruction come at laſt. 


This ſad example makes appear, 

The true event fo} to be clear; 
Where Juſtice here is plainly ſhown, 
Chat ſcarce the like was ever known. 


WOW WH 16 pens ny es ets 
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Oz in a bery little ſpace, 

Be found himſelf in a ſad tale; 
His hand which did commit the fac, 
zDid firſt rot off, fo2 that ſame ad. 


Likewiſe the fleſh we map pzeſume, 
Ap to his elbow doth conſume ; 

£9 that he is in wokul plight, 
Erpoſed to all peoples Night. 


His other hand ſhzunk up and dꝛy d 


Like a Beaſts Poof, lyes by his fide ; 


Bis knees do rot, and legs decap, 
And from his body fall away. 


It is a dzeadſul fight to ſee 
A perſon in ſuch miſery, 
Upon a pad of Straw to lye, 
And lo conſume inſenſtbly.; 


A Pinifter in Stafford ſhi-e, 

TW ho of this ſpectacle did hear; 
Unto the place he did repair, 
The truth thereof fo to declare. 


When as he came unts the place, 
And ſe him in that woful caſe ; 
Vet ſenfible he did remain, 

As if that he had felt no pain. 
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Lhe Piniſter admoniſbt him, 

By all means to confeſs his ſin: 
That ſo he might redem his Soul; 
Though his offences were ſo foul. * , 


To which he did confeſs in bitt, 
That like a wzetch he plaid the Thief, 
And had the Bible ſtole away, 

Which bzought hes body to decay. 


And that he did the ſane deny, 
Foz which he's now inmiſcrp, 
Repeatiagofhis wiſhes o ze. 


5 As he had done the ſame bekoze. 
Sr Good peoples papers he did deltre, 


To mittigate Gods wzath and ire; 


Acknowledging bis punichment, 


Foz his offence was juſtly ſent, 


A Keeper conſtantly doth ſfay 
Foz to attend him night and dap, 
Until the Lo2d ſhall ſee it fit, 
Fo? to releaſehimout of it. 


Let his example warn us ad, 
Leaſt we into ſuch ins may fall, 
Foz bear ſuch wiſhes too which may 


$# 152ing ſoul and body fo det ap. 
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